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7. The provisions of the above paragraphs shall also apply if the Board has reason to believe that the 
aims of this Convention are being seriously endangered as a result of a decision taken by a Party under 
paragraph 7 of article 2. 
 
 

Article 20 
 

MEASURES AGAINST THE ABUSE OF PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES 
 

1. The Parties shall take all practicable measures for the prevention of abuse of psychotropic 
substances and for the early identification, treatment, education, after-care, rehabilitation and social 
reintegration of the persons involved, and shall co-ordinate their efforts to these ends. 
 
2. The Parties shall as far as possible promote the training of personnel in the treatment, after-care, 
rehabilitation and social reintegration of abusers of psychotropic substances. 
 
3. The Parties shall assist persons whose work so requires to gain an understanding of the problems 
of abuse of psychotropic substances and of its prevention, and shall also promote such understanding 
among the general public if there is a risk that abuse of such substances will become widespread. 
 
 
 

Article 21 
 

ACTION AGAINST THE ILLICIT TRAFFIC 
 

 Having due regard to their constitutional, legal and administrative systems, the Parties shall: 
 

a) Make arrangements at the national level for the co-ordination of preventive and 
repressive action against the illicit traffic; to this end they may usefully designate an 
appropriate agency responsible for such co-ordination; 
b) Assist each other in the campaign against the illicit traffic in psychotropic substances, 
and in particular immediately transmit, through the diplomatic channel or the competent 
authorities designated by the Parties for this purpose, to the other Parties directly concerned, 
a copy of any report addressed to the Secretary-General under article 16 in connexion with 
the discovery of a case of illicit traffic or a seizure; 
c) Co-operate closely with each other and with the competent international organizations 
of which they are members with a view to maintaining a co-ordinated campaign against the 
illicit traffic; 
d) Ensure that international co-operation between the appropriate agencies be conducted 
in an expeditious manner; and 
e) Ensure that, where legal papers are transmitted internationally for the purpose of 
judicial proceedings, the transmittal be effected in an expeditious manner to the bodies 
designated by the Parties; this requirement shall be without prejudice to the right of a Party 
to require that legal papers be sent to it through the diplomatic channel. 
 

 
Article 22 

 
PENAL PROVISIONS 

 
1. a)  Subject  to  its  constitutional  limitations,  each  Party  shall  treat  as  a punishable 

offence, when committed intentionally, any action contrary to a law or regulation adopted in 
pursuance of its obligations under this Convention, and shall ensure that serious offences 
shall be liable to adequate punishment, particularly by imprisonment or other penalty of 
deprivation of liberty. 
b) Notwithstanding the preceding sub-paragraph, when abusers of psychotropic 
substances have committed such offences, the Parties may provide, either as an alternative 
to conviction or punishment or in addition to punishment, that such abusers undergo 
measures of treatment, education, after-care, rehabilitation and social reintegration in 
conformity with paragraph 1 of article 20. 
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2. Subject to the constitutional limitations of a Party, its legal system and domestic law, 
 

a) i) If a series of related actions constituting offences under paragraph 1 has been 
committed in different countries, each of them shall be treated as a distinct 
offence; 

ii) Intentional participation in, conspiracy to commit and attempts to commit, any 
of such offences, and preparatory acts and financial operations in connexion with 
the offences referred to in this article, shall be punishable offences as provided 
in paragraph 1; 

iii) Foreign convictions for such offences shall be taken into account for the purpose 
of establishing recidivism; and 

iv) Serious offences heretofore referred to committed either by nationals or by 
foreigners shall be prosecuted by the Party in whose territory the offence was 
committed, or by the Party in whose territory the offender is found if extradition 
is not acceptable in conformity with the law of the Party to which application is 
made, and if such offender has not already been prosecuted and judgement 
given. 

 
b) It is desirable that the offences referred to in paragraph 1 and paragraph 2 a) ii) be 
included as extradition crimes in any extradition treaty which has been or may hereafter be 
concluded between any of the Parties, and, as between any of the Parties which do not make 
extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty or on reciprocity, be recognized as 
extradition crimes; provided that extradition shall be granted in conformity with the law of 
the Party to which application is made, and that the Party shall have the right to refuse to 
effect the arrest or grant the extradition in cases where the competent authorities consider 
that the offence is not sufficiently serious. 

 
 3. Any psychotropic substance or other substance, as well as any equipment, used in or intended for 
the commission of any of the offences referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 shall be liable to seizure and 
confiscation. 
 
4. The provisions of this article shall be subject to the provisions of the domestic law of the Party 
concerned on questions of jurisdiction. 
 
5. Nothing contained in this article shall affect the principle that the offences to which it refers shall be 
defined, prosecuted and punished in conformity with the domestic law of a Party. 
 
 

Article 23 
 

APPLICATION OF STRICTER CONTROL MEASURES THAN THOSE REQUIRED BY THIS CONVENTION 
 

 A Party may adopt more strict or severe measures of control than those provided by this 
Convention if, in its opinion, such measures are desirable or necessary for the protection of the public 
health and welfare. 
 
 

Article 24 
 

EXPENSES OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANS INCURRED IN ADMINISTERING THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE CONVENTION 

 
 The expenses of the Commission and the Board in carrying out their respective functions under this 
Convention shall be borne by the United Nations in such manner as shall be decided by the General 
Assembly.  The Parties which are not Members of the United Nations shall contribute to these expenses 
such amounts as the General Assembly finds equitable and assesses from time to time after consultation 
with the Governments of these Parties. 
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